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7 b 
3.0 Complementary Research 

g 
Mr. Charles Martijn carried out several other investigations prior 

1 to and following notification of the cannons' disappearance. In the 

1 first instance he contacted Mr. Andre Lepine and Dr. Charles Hett 

concerning procedures for the preservation of iron objects exposed to 

1 salt water. Also, as ships' cannons were speculated, he requested Dr. 
I 

Toby Morantz, specialist on the fur trading period, to research the 

3 relevant archives of the Hudson Bay Company for possible shipwrecks in 

g the vicinity of the Little Whale River. As subsequently reported by Dr. 

Morantz, the documents researched mention neither shipwrecks nor other 

rl historical events which may have resulted in the deposition of the 
d 

cannons in the river. She quotes, however, the "Fort George Journal" of 

!I March 15, 1840: "The Esquimaux who inhabit the Islands opposite to 

!I Richmond Gulf...have got possession of a few bolts from some trifling 

parts of the wreck of a vessel (perhaps the Esquimaux Brigg) driven 

Ll lately ashore on one of their islands." (B77/a/14: 50.52). 

Informed of the results of the field investigations, Mr. Martijn 

'-1 - then requested Mr. Richard Lueger, an historical archaelogist living in 

rj Moose Factory, Ontario, to enquire about 2 cannons displayed in front of 

the Hudson Bay store in the village. As related to Mr. Lueger by Mr. 

2 Fred Moore, resident of Moose Factory, these guns were found by Inuit 
d 

from Cape Hope in the 1930's on Trodley Island, a few miles north of 

Charlton Island, James Bay. Both of the cannons have been painted black 

a number of times. 
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4.0 Discussion and Recommendations 

Available information suggests  t h a t  the  cannons were removed from 

t h e  l o c a l i t y  by unknown persons sometime between August 26 and September 

4.  This assumption i s  based pr imar i ly  on the  absence i n  t h e  a rea  during 

t h i s  period of storms of s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e n s i t y  t o  wash the guns from t h e  

ledge. Also, movement of these  heavy ob jec t s  by water a c t i o n  presumably 

would have involved a repeated l a t e r a l  rocking motion, producing 

concent ra t ions  of s h o r t ,  l i n e a r  s c ra t ches  on t h e  bedrock surface.  

However, t h e  s p i r a l  s c r a t c h  marks observed on t h e  ledge i n d i c a t e  t h e  

a l t e r n a t e  s h i f t i n g  of t h e  ex t r emi t i e s  of t h e  cannons. 

Removal of the  cannons would have required 2 o r  more persons with 

access  t o  boat o r  a i r  t r anspor t a t ion .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  it i s  s t r e s s e d  

t h a t ,  during t h e  period concerned, t h e  Canadian Armed Forces conducted 

m i l i t a r y  exe rc i se s  i n  the  reg ion  us ing  h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h a t  e i t h e r  

Trans-Qu6bec o r  Trans-Canada Hel icopters  was ope ra t ing  i n  the  area. 

Also, hydrographic research  vesse l s  char te red  by F i s h e r i e s  and Oceans 

Canada may have been i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the L i t t l e  Whale River a t  t h a t  

time. 

Presumably, v i s i t s  t o  o r  stop-overs a t  the mouth of the r i v e r  
I 3 would have been recorded i n  t h e  f l i g h t  o r  naviga t ion  logs of t h e  

m i l i t a r y  u n i t s ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  company, and t h e  research  vesse ls .  I n  

1 a d d i t i o n ,  i t  is assumed t h a t  t h e  guns, i f  removed, were eventua l ly  

t r anspor t ed  t o  a southern des t ina t ion .  Accordingly, t h e  waybi l l s  of t h e  

0 r e l evan t  Nordair f l i g h t s  from Kuujjuarapik may inc lude  reference  t o  

J shipment of t h e  cannons as  cargo. 
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Photo Cannon barrel "in situ" at time of discovery (courtesy of G. 
Horonowitsch). 



Phot  View of t h e  cannons ( c o u r t e s y  of G. Horonowitsch) .  



Photo 3. View of the cannons (courtesy of G. Horonowitsch). 
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